
 
 
 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
2297F: Crime Scene to Courtroom: An Introduction to Forensic Writing 
Fall 2012 
 
Section: # 001 Email: marntfie@uwo.ca 
Time/Room: Mon. 11:30-2:20pm in SH 3305 Office: NCB 286 
Instructor: Dr. Michael Arntfield 
                    www.michaelarntfield.ca 

Office hours: Mondays 10:30am-11:20am & 
2:30pm-3:20pm 

 
Course Objectives 
This course examines reductive approaches to documenting incidents of evidentiary or investigative 
importance that are likely to result in criminal prosecution, civil litigation, public inquiry, or inquest. An 
interdisciplinary approach to understanding the “forensic” writing paradigm will allow students to learn 
the art of drafting public documents, for a variety of professions, which are capable of withstanding not 
only rhetorical and logical attack, but political and media scrutiny both inside and outside the courtroom. 
 
Required Text 
 
 Haigh, Rupert (2012) Legal English. 3rd Ed. New York: Routledge 
 
Course Requirements 
 

1. Crime scene summary: 750 words (10%) – Due Oct. 15 
2. Investigative news feature: 1000 words (15%) – Due Oct. 29 
3. Workplace incident report: 1000 words (20%) – Due Nov. 12 
4. Cross-examination on crime scene summary: Oral (15%) – In class Nov. 26  
5. Search warrant/Anton Piller order: 2000 words (30%) – Due Dec. 3 
6. Attendance & in-class work (10%) 

 
ATTENDANCE & ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION POLICY: 
Attendance is taken at each class. Should you arrive late it will be your responsibility to ensure that you are not 
marked as absent by seeing me after class or during break. Attendance is required to improve as a writer and for you 
to achieve a superior grade in this course. Thus, absences will be penalized other than for medical or compassionate 
reasons, complete with documentation. If your absence is extended and prolonged, you should discuss it with your 
academic advisor in your home faculty. That advisor may then contact me and your other instructors. 
I don’t like to penalize late assignments; however, since the purpose of this course is to prepare you for a career in 
writing, you need to know that deadlines are not a matter of negotiation. For these reasons, all assignments will be 
due on the date specified barring some catastrophic event. Following any other policy would be an injustice to you 
as a future writer. Assignments should be submitted in class, or electronically if necessary. You may also place them 
in the drop box outside my office. Late assignments will be penalized at 5% per day, including weekends. NO 
ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE TERM ENDS. 
 

  



  

Tentative Course Schedule  
 
Part I: The Fundamentals of Forensic Writing 
 
Week 1 (Sept 10): The Forensic Age in Perspective  
Read textbook pages 1-31 
Week 2 (Sept 17): Lexical Distinctions & Hostile Audiences  
Read textbook pages 45-94 & 192-217 
 
Part II: Crimes Scenes 
 
Week 3 (Sept 24): Field Notes & Expository Writing for Justice Professionals 
Read textbook pages: 171-186 
Week 4 (Oct 1): The Written Language & Nomenclature of Crime 
No readings. Peer review session for crime scene summary  
 
Week 5 (Oct 8) – Thanksgiving Holiday (no class)  
 
Part III: Newsrooms 
 
Week 6 (Oct 15): Investigative Reportage & Forensic Journalism 
Read textbook pages: 158-165 & 236-241. Crime scene summary due in class 
Week 7 (Oct 22): Legal & Ethical Considerations in Writing Digital Documents 
Read textbook pages: 95-102. Peer review session for investigative news feature  
 
Part IV: Boardrooms 
 
Week 8 (Oct 29): Forensic Prose in Business & Industry 
Read textbook pages: 110-130 & 166-170. Investigative news feature due in class   
Week 9 (Nov 5): Forensic Prose in Health Care & Government 
Read textbook pages: 144-157 & 218-222. Peer review session for workplace incident report 
 
Part V: Courtrooms 
 
Week 10 (Nov 12): Public Testimony & Forensic Speech 
Read textbook pages 187-191 & 223-235. Workplace incident report due in class  
Week 11 (Nov 19): The Credibility, Consistency, & Coherence of Written Evidence 
Peer review session for final assignment  
Week 12 (Nov 26): Oral defence of crime scene summary 
Week 13 (Dec 3): Course wrap-up Final assignment due in class 
 
N.B: In addition to submitting final drafts on/by the due date for each assignment, you are required to bring a rough 
draft of each assignment to class for each of the scheduled peer-review sessions.  Failure to attend a scheduled 
peer-review session with a sufficiently completed rough copy (in your instructor’s opinion) to enable a meaningful 
review, or to otherwise participate in the peer-review session, will result in the earned mark for that assignment 
being reduced by 10%.  In other words, an assignment that would have normally earned a 75, for example, will 
receive instead a recorded grade of 65. This penalty will be applied in addition to any other penalties incurred, e.g. 
for late submission. 



  

Assignment Format 
All assignments are to be typed, double-spaced, using 12 point font unless otherwise specified. All 
assignments must have your name, course name, section number, and the professor’s name on the first 
page.  
When using sources in a paper, you will be expected to follow MLA, APA, or CMS standards for 
documentation, detailed in The Brief Penguin Handbook sections 22, 23, 24, and 25. 
 
Assignment Submission   
Assignments are due in-class on the date specified on the schedule.  Late essays will be penalized a full 
letter grade unless your instructor has emailed you to grant an extension.  You must apply for extensions 
ahead of the due date; they are not automatic.   
Your instructor will advise you at the beginning of term of her/his preferences as to assignment 
submission (paper, electronic, or both) for grading purposes.  Note, however, that in this course you will 
be required to submit the final version of each of your essays electronically, through WebCT, to 
turnitin.com. 
If necessary, please submit essays to the Writing Department Drop Box outside Lawson Hall Room  
3270, making sure you include your instructor’s name and your section number. However, do not    

  fax assignments   
 e-mail assignments  

Keep copies of all assignments submitted.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance is required to improve as a writer. If you miss more than six hours of class meetings (the 
equivalent of two weeks of class meetings) your final grade will be penalized a full letter grade (for 
example, an earned grade of 80% would be reported as a 70%); if you miss more than nine hours of class 
meetings, you will not be given a passing grade for the course.  
 
This policy will only be waived for medical or compassionate reasons. If you have good reasons for 
waiving an absence of one class meeting, discuss these with your instructor within one week of that 
absence. If your absence is extended and prolonged (over one week of continuous non-attendance), then 
you should discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require documentation. 
That advisor may then contact all of your instructors. 
 

Note:  a class meeting missed in order to write a test, exam, or other form of ‘make-up class’ in 
another course will count as non-attendance, and will attract penalties as defined above if 
applicable.  Instructors at the University of Western Ontario shall not require a student to write a 
make-up test or similar at times which conflict with that student’s other scheduled class times.  If 
you are asked or ‘required’ to do this, you should immediately contact an academic counsellor in 
your Dean’s office.  If you elect to miss a class in order to write such a test, that is your choice; 
your absence will not be excused. 

 
             See also:  ‘Medical Accommodation Policy’ on proceeding page. 
 
Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 
The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on course 
outlines: 
 
“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf. 
 



  

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.  Whenever students take an idea, or 
a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks 
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.  Plagiarism is a major 
academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy as above).   
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers 
submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is 
subject to the licensing agreement currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
(http://www.turnitin.com).” 
 
Note:  In this course you will be required to submit an electronic copy of the final version of each of 
your essays to turnitin.com through your sections’s WebCT HomePage. 
 
Prerequisites 
The University Senate requires the following statement to appear on course outlines: 
“Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses for ensuring that their selection of 
courses is appropriate and accurately recorded and that all course prerequisites have been successfully 
completed, and that they are aware of any antirequisite course(s) that they have taken.  If the student does 
not have the requisites for a course, the University reserves the right to remove the student from the 
course and to delete it from the student’s record.  This decision may not be appealed.  A student will 
receive no adjustment to his or her fees in the event that he or she is dropped from a course for failing to 
have the necessary prerequisites.” 
 
Medical Accommodation Policy 
For UWO Policy on Accommodation For Medical Illness, see:  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf 
(downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC):  https://studentservices.uwo.ca under the Medical 
Documentation heading) 
 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical or other grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to the 
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation.  Academic 
accommodation on medical grounds cannot be granted by the instructor or the Program in Writing, 
Rhetoric, and Professional Communication, and the Program requires students in these circumstances to 
follow the same procedure when seeking academic accommodation on non-medical (i.e. non-medical 
compassionate or other) grounds. 
 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth less than 10% of their final grade must also apply 
to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation.  Where in these 
circumstances the accommodation is being sought on non-medical grounds, students should consult in 
the first instance with their instructor, who may elect to make a decision on the request directly, or refer 
the student to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty. 
 
Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive medical documentation 
directly from a student, whether in support of an application for accommodation on medical grounds, or 
for other reasons (e.g. to explain an absence from class which may result in a grade penalty under an 
‘Attendance’ policy in the course).  All medical documentation must be submitted to the Academic 
Counselling office of a student’s home Faculty. 



  

Special Requests:  Special Examinations, Incomplete Standing, Aegrotat Standing 
Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed information.  
Briefly, remember that your instructor does not have the discretion to initiate, consider, or grant (or not) 
such requests; you must go directly to the Dean’s office of your home faculty. 
 
 
Dr. Mike’s Policy on Social Media & Wireless Devices: 
 
Note that while the responsible use of notebook computers, tablets, and 
PDA devices as learning tools in this course is certainly encouraged, and 
while I understand that smartphones are increasingly integral to students’ 
social experience at Western, it is expected that these technologies will be 
used appropriately in the context of the classroom. Please respect your 
professor (me) and peers (your friends and classmates) by refraining from 
SMS texting, BBMing, iMessaging, or using social media such as Facebook 
and Twitter other than during the designated break times. Students who are 
found to be distracted by and/or routinely engaged in social media, or found 
using wireless devices for personal business during lectures, peer review 
sessions, or in-class assignments will be deemed to be mentally absent 
and will have their attendance and participation marks affected to the same 
degree as someone who has failed to attend entirely. Please don’t make 
this an issue. Please use discretion and common sense. 
 
 


